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Introduction: The increase in pretreatment tumor-infiltrating lymphocytes (TILs) in patients with human epidermal 
growth factor receptor 2 (HER-2) positive breast cancer has been studied in recent years, showing a positive and indepen-
dent association with future pathological complete response (pCR). Methodology: Histological slides of HER-2 positive 
breast tumors, stages II and III, between 2008 and 2019 were analyzed. Stromal TILs were assessed pre-NAC. TIL counts 
were performed according to the recommendations of the International TILs Working Group, divided into two catego-
ries: high infiltration ≥30% of the area infiltrated by lymphocytes; and low infiltration, or <30% of the area infiltrated. 
Conclusion: The possibility of predicting pathological complete response (pCR) based on immunological characteristics 
can assist in better classifying which breast cancer patients have a higher likelihood of response to neoadjuvant treatments.
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